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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, LA, TH 
SUBJECT: POL SHORTAGE 

REF: VIENTIANE 0449 

1. ALTHOUGH RLG RECEIVED ASSURANCES JANUARY 19 THAT 
EMBARGO OF POL PRODUCTS WOULD BE LIFTED AT ONCE, NO 
REPEAT NO POL HAS YET ENTERED LAOS AND THAI AUTHORITIES 
AT THE BORDER CROSSING POINT AT NONG KHAI RECEIVED NO 
REPEAT NO INSTRUCTIONS WITH REGARD TO THIS MATTER. 

2. IN THE COURSE OF A MEETING WITH DEFENSE MINISTER SISOUK 
THIS MORNING WE REVIEWED THE SITUATION AND WHILE I WAS 
THERE HE GAVE INSTRUCTIONS THAT THE THAI AMBASSADOR BE 
INFORMED THAT THE UNDERSTANDING THAT HE BELIEVED HAD BEEN 
REACHED WITH THE THAIS ON THE 19TH HAD NOT YET BEEN 
IMPLEMENTED. I TOLD SISOUK THAT ALTHOUGH THIS WAS 
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PRINCIPALLY A LAO PROBLEM I WOULD AT ONCE SEND A MESSAGE 
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TO BANGKOK TO SEE IF OUR EMBASSY COULD INTERVENE WITH 
THE THAI AUTHORITIES. 
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